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Tests confirmed Thursday that a third guest of an Orlando hotel has Legionnaires' disease, according to the Orange County Department of Health. The newly confirmed patient is "recovering and doing well," according to the Orange County Health Department, which is investigating a cluster of cases among recent guests at a Quality Suites near Universal Studios. Two cases were identified last week.

The hotel, 7400 Canada Ave., continues to cooperate with the investigation, the health department said in a written statement. The hotel's hot tub remains closed, pending further water testing, but its pool and most of its guest rooms are open.

Related links

Legionnaires' is a potentially fatal bacterial infection that people can acquire after coming in contract with contaminated water. People can breathe in water droplets from contaminated air conditioning systems or become exposed after using hot tubs or pools with the bacterium.

In this recent spattering of cases, all three victims had stayed at the Quality Suites during the last week of February and the beginning of March. The health department continues to contact guests from that time period to see if anyone else is suffering symptoms.

Legionnaires' is not contagious and cannot be spread from one person to another. Symptoms include high fever, cough and chills. Most healthy people who fall ill recover from the disease, but the elderly and others with chronic conditions are more vulnerable to serious cases or death.

According to the Orange County Health Department, the hotel is taking extra precautions by keeping some rooms closed for additional cleaning and sanitation of the air conditioning units.

The health department release states: "Ninety percent of the individual hotel rooms have been assessed and some remain closed while others have had their air conditioning systems cleaned and sanitized. Remediation has been completed in a majority of rooms and guests have been allowed to check into these rooms."

For more information, visit the health department's website at orchd.com or the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention at cdc.gov.

