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ace charges over fatal Legionnaires' outbreak

jay, February 28, 2003 at 18: 00 JST

AZAKI - Police sent papers on the mayor of a Myazaki Prefecture city a
others to prosecutors Friday over a Legionnaires' disease outbreak at
spring that killed seven people | ast year.

five are Hyuga Mayor Magoharu Yamanoto, 71, Tetsuro Yuge, deputy mayor
Kuni haru Ki nura, fornmer manager of the Hyuga Sun-Park Onsen spa, 63,

1i fumi Yoshitaka, 55, a part-tinme spa enployee, and Futoshi lwakiri, 40
took part in building the spa.

ording to investigations, Yamanoto, president of the city-controlled
bany that owns the spa, and Yuge, a board director of the firm alleged
ected to ensure the safety and sanitation of the facility and are accu
causi ng six people to die and 29 others suffered poor health.

three others are al so suspected of having been remiss in their sanitat
agenent, investigations found.

ording to prefectural officials, 295 patients have so far been identifi
navi ng contracted the disease or having possibly been infected with it.
., they put the death toll at seven.



police are accusing the five of causing the deaths of six of the seven
- he police were unable to find sufficient evidence on the death of the
ai ni ng one.

Hyuga Sun-Park Onsen opened July 1 last year, but halted operations Ju
"ol | owi ng reports of the disease. About 20,000 people used the facility
ng the period.

anot o has indicated he intends to resune operating the hot spring in

. enmber, saying in a news conference Friday he will consult with those w
oort the resunption of the facility. The city of Hyuga owns a 92% inter
. he spa.

aking to reporters, Yamanoto said he calny accepts the | atest nobve by
ce, and will fulfill his duty to help the victins as well as to resune
facility's operations.

ng on-site inspections, the prefecture conducted water quality checks
spa's baths and inspected other | ocations on the prem ses.

i nspections detected Legionella bacteria in quantities 150,000 tines
ater than those the Health, Labor and Welfare M nistry has set as

1i ssi ble. The prefecture also found that the water had not been properl
ilized.

| atest reports of the di sease anpbng bathers at the spa mark the | arges
s infection involving Legi onnaires' disease in Japan

onel |l a bacteria causes pneunpnia or fever, nostly in the elderly. (Kyo

)



